
PRESS RELEASE

INAUGURATION OF THE 
NEW SCHENGEN MUSEUM 
ON JUNE 14, 2025

A HISTORICAL RETROSPECTIVE: 
THE SCHENGEN AGREEMENT

On 14 June 1985, the five founding members – Belgium, 
France, Germany, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands – signed 
the Schengen Agreement on board the “MS Princesse Ma-
rie-Astrid.” The aim was to allow the free movement of peo-
ple within Europe by gradually abolishing border controls 
between the participating countries. Today, the Schengen 
Area includes not only EU countries but also several non-EU 
states. The external borders of the Schengen Area now run 
far from Luxembourg, for example between Poland and Bela-
rus, Spain and Morocco, or Greece and Turkey.

EUROPE BETWEEN FREEDOM 
AND ISOLATION

The exhibition raises key questions: Does ‘Schengen’ mean 
freedom of movement or isolation? For some, these borders 
are ‘sorting machines’, screening out unwanted migrants and 
letting in wealthy tourists and businesspeople; or they see 
the external borders as a ‘fortress’. For others, the controls 
are not strict enough, the fences not high enough. But the 
reintroduction of border controls within the EU is also ad-
dressed - after all, there are currently German federal police 
officers on the border just a few kilometres from the museum!

The exhibition emphasizes that the Schengen Agreement is 
not an abstract idea, but has a direct impact on the daily lives 
of many people - especially those living in border regions. 
In the ‘Cube’, nine people representing different groups talk 
about their experiences: cross-border commuters, migrants, 
tourists and border control officers.

The new Schengen Museum will open its doors on 14 June 2025 – just in time for the 40th anniversary 
of the signing of the Schengen Agreement. The new permanent exhibition invites visitors to discover 
the past, present and future of the Schengen Area.

https://www.schengen.lu/40-joer-schengen-presse/


AN INTERACTIVE MUSEUM EXPERIENCE

The new Schengen Museum is designed for a wide audience 
and does not require any prior knowledge. Digital media 
stations offer multilingual and varied access to the themes. 
Visitors can explore the historical development of borders, 
cultural perspectives and current debates on the Schengen 
Area.

DESIGNED BY MIGLIORE+SERVETTO 
AND KARMACHINA

The exhibition concept and multimedia design were devel-
oped by the renowned Milanese studio Migliore+Servetto 
in collaboration with Karmachina. The aim was to present 
the museum as a ‘borderless’ space, not only physically but 
also narratively and medially. Visitors can expect an innova-
tive, multi-sensory experience that weaves together the past, 
present and future of the Schengen Agreement. At the heart 
of the exhibition is the ‘Cube’, an immersive and symbolic 
element representing the transcendence of borders in all its 
forms. Interactive stations and a personal visitor card allow 
for a customised approach to the content. There is also a 
playful companion booklet specifically developed for chil-
dren and young people, making the exhibition accessible to 
all ages.

THE HIGHLIGHT: 
THE “PRINZESSIN MARIE-ASTRID EUROPA”

The largest exhibit is the legendary ship “Prinzessin Ma-
rie-Astrid Europa,” on which the first Schengen Agreement 
was signed 40 years ago. It is a symbol of European integra-
tion and the vision of a Europe without borders. Until the new 
permanent dock is completed, the ship will be moored at the 
old dock and can be visited there.

OPENING TIMES AND ADMISSION FEES

The Schengen Museum is open daily 
from 10:00 to 18:00. 

Admission for the museum and ship is 
5 EUR for adults, 
3 EUR for visitors aged 7 to 17, 
and free for children up to 6 years old.

OFFICIAL CEREMONY ON 14 JUNE 2025

The highlight of the inauguration will be the official ceremony 
marking the 40th anniversary of the signing of the Schengen 
Agreement, which is open to the public throughout the day. 
The programme begins at 10:00 am with the inauguration of 
the Schengen Museum in the presence of H.R.H. the Grand 
Duke of Luxembourg, followed by an academic session with 
speeches and a musical interlude by the “Musique militaire 
grand-ducale,” as well as the official inauguration and chris-
tening of the historic ship “Prinzessin Marie-Astrid Europa” 
by H.R.H. Princess Marie-Astrid. Afterwards, a reception with 
cocktail for invited guests will take place. For the conveni-
ence of visitors, shuttle buses will run between Remerschen 
and Schengen. From 2:00 pm onwards, the public and all 
interested parties are warmly invited to join the “Fête de la 
Musique” and the open days at the museum and on the ship 
(on 14 and 15 June) to celebrate the symbolic significance of 
the Schengen Agreement together.

https://www.schengen.lu/40-joer-schengen-presse/

